








“We fell in love with Australia all
over again. It is so beautiful and
unpolluted. It is so green, it almost
hurt, our eyes."

the shape of threa bathtubs, We were just standing there hoping
it didn't give way. We wenl around the back; it was on loe young
and old. It wasn't a ‘'normal’ fire. We were up 10 plan € or F by
this stage

We couldn't go back inside the house. The Merbau deck around
the spa was burning, but because it was so wel. it heldon. So |
just sat there, 1 had given up and then we remembered the walor
In the spa,” said Werner

We had one stainiess steel bucket. It was melted but big
enough 10 scoop up some water. We opened the door to the
study but were daven straight back, it was so hot. The whoie of
the cefing was alight. | tried agan {rom oulside and the water
smashed a window and that ventilated the house, getting nc of
the smoke. Il was then that we coukd put the fire out in the sty

it was 12 bours from the star of the lire until we finally sat down
and felt safe. Everything around was still aligl

The past two years have been busy for Ihe couple and just
tefore Christmas 2010 they finished the rebuild of the shed and
the new studo and gallery,

“Although the artwork was gona you can rebuid bulldings in 3
way, We were so grateful 1o be alive; the emotion was hike a roller
coaster. | can remember sitting outsica holding hands. It was
about 3am and we must have been a sight, and we said we hava
got 10 remember this feeing; we were so full of adrenalin, that
we had made i1. But, we knew & was going to be a shock in the
morming.” said Ursula

1t was such an emotional time and we had so much support
from the community,

Everyday there was food and water and s and pleces
delivered to us. Paople woukin't take no for an answer, they
were 50 swoel. It was so touching and often we'd be in lears
after they left, they were so nice
“| think the sense of the community was starting 10 buid up
again €0 we did oecide 10 stay (after the fiees)

Apart from the studio, losing the garden was one of the
hardest hits {or the couple. “Even though we saved the house
the garden is gone and everything Jooks so difierent 1o what
1 cid before, It was the garden and the surroundings thal had
drawn us to the propenty in the fust place. There was ahvays

somelhing in blossom and blcoming. It was about 1.5 acres of
exotic garden

The couple purchased the property in 2003 whie living n
Bahrain, where they had spent the previous 11 years working

When we came back from Bahrain | said to Werner, now | want

to do something for me

They had both dreamed of 1ogether studying art and
ceramics. Ursula reclaimed her artistic e through ceramics. and
then pholography and drawing

It was so exciting and fun, Werner saw m2 deing thal and got
very jealous, $0 he started doing ceramecs,” said Ur

Now Werner teaches photograpty &l TAFE and works at
Yallourn two days a week

We actually ended up doing a photography major together, so
we shared our journey.

The ast side of our lives started to take over. | am full time now. Il
I'm not painting. | am organising something to do with painting
sad Ursula

| am very interested in environmental subjects,” she sad, °|
starled loolking into forest management. because when we cama
back from Bahrain, we fell in love with Australia all over again It
is 0 beautiful and unpoliuted. It is 50 green, & aimos! hurt Our
eyes,” said Ursula

We are surmounded here by pine plantations and on walks |
started to icok at them ddferently. Firs? | just theught they were
beautiiul and green and sustainable, but when you look nto @
they are all just pine needlas, and sterile. And you think gosh
there are thousands and thousands of acres laken away from
the native flora and fauna. So | slarted to nwestgate what we are
not aware of and our general awareness of the environment was
starting 10 grow.

The couple, with a group of other Gippsiand artists, joined a
new art movement. known as environmental expressionism

W wanted to talk about the envirenment through our ant ina
less threatening way.

Most pecple aren't aware, as | wasn't. and il just makes you
quostion things. Where are the cormidors [or the animals. and
when they do come and cul down the trees, there is 50 much
waste. 1 don't know what the answers are. | believe we have a







